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MY NAME IS  NUMBER 4
A True Story of the Cultural Revolution

T ING-XING YE

A powerful and passionate memoir for young
readers, this is the gripping tale of one girl’s life
growing up during China’s Cultural Revolution

After Ting-xing Ye was born her great aunt declared, “Number
Four will have a difficult life” for the signs were unlucky.

Here is the true story of fourteen-year-old Ting-xing’s tumul-
tuous life turned upside down by China’s Cultural Revolution.
After the death of both her parents, Ting-xing and her four sib-
lings endure brutal Red Guard attacks on their schools and even
their house as they struggle against poverty and hunger. At
sixteen, Ting-xing is exiled to a prison farm far from home.

Full of personal and historical detail, this is an incredible tale
of courage during one of the most terrifying eras of the twentieth
century.

“A painful tale, beautifully told!”
—DA CHEN, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF COLORS OF THE MOUNTAIN

“Riveting…The power of this memoir lies not just in the details
of this period, but in the honesty of its telling. Readers will
exult in [Ting-xing’s] eventual freedom.”

—THE GLOBE AND MAIL (TORONTO)

“Engaging stuff for teenagers…Ye constructs a story with
momentum and suspense.” —THE TORONTO STAR

An award-winning YA writer, TING-XING YE is the author of the inter-
national bestseller A Leaf in the Bitter Wind. For seven years, she was an
English interpreter for the Chinese government before leaving for
Canada in 1987.

A Trade Paperback Original
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